
 

 

Instructions for New Dog from Transport 

 

As always, thank you for fostering and saving this precious life! ☺ 

There are some things that you should know when taking a dog directly from a transport to 
foster. First and foremost, the first two days MUST be calm and quiet for the dog. NO playing 
off leash for at least the first two days. No show and tell with friends/family for the first few 
days- give them a chance to trust you before pushing them on to other people and potentially 
overwhelming them. They have just been through a crazy 48 hours and have a lot of pent up 
stress that can come out in a negative way if overwhelmed during this crucial time.  

It is so important for you to be understanding and patient with them because if you do push 
them to a point of reaction, it could mean their very life. So I beg of you please give them time 
to unwind from the craziness of the shelter and being crated on a van for 48 hours. How do you 
get when you are overtired? Short fused? A bit on the cranky side? Realize that these dogs are 
in an over tired state and please respect that and give them some peace and quiet for the first 
couple of days.  

Do they seem full of energy and act like they want to play with your dog? Do not give in. We 
have had some of the sweetest dogs get into a scuffle in a game of play on their first day off 
transport. I repeat NO OFF LEASH playing with other animals for at least 48 hours. It is fine to 
allow them to stretch their legs (in an enclosed area) on the first day- just not with another 
animal at this point. 

During feeding time please keep in mind that many of these dogs have never been fed on a 
regular basis and until they get used to the idea of being fed EVERY day, they may be a little 
assertive at the food dish. This does not mean they are actually food aggressive, just VERY 
hungry. Please be understanding and give them enough personal space when eating before 
rushing to judgments about labeling them as food aggressive. Any sort of aggression at feeding 
time often dissipates within a week of regular feedings- if it continues please consult Heather 
for advice on how to handle it. 

Many of the dogs arrive stinking to high heavens and could really use a bath. Keep in mind that 
this may be extremely stressful for a dog and this could result in you or someone else being 
bitten so we caution against doing this on their first day (or if they stink really badly a muzzle 
should be used.) 

*If you are unsure if your dog is stressed, please speak with someone before you do any of 
these things. IF you push a dog past its bite threshold- the dog is the one that pays for that 



 

 

(possibly with its life). So either a) don’t tell me (kidding) or b) don’t get bit by being insensitive 
and then blame it on the dog. Please and thank you! 

 

You will receive a “goodie” bag for your dog coming off transport. Below is what is included in 
this bag and how to administer everything. PLEASE READ THIS BEFORE GIVING ANY OF THE 
MEDICATIONS.  If you have any questions CALL Heather or Susan before you proceed at 
(802)728-3550 (Heather) or (802)849-2950 (Susan) 

If you would be so kind as to wash the syringes- we will reuse them if you return them ☺  

Medications 

Panacur (white liquid)- This is a dewormer given by mouth once a day for three days. The dosage for 
each dog will be written on the outside of the Ziploc bag which contains all the medication (i.e. 3 mls 
once daily for three days). This is given orally- You can add it into a small amount of wet food to get 
them to eat it or you can give it to them directly from the syringe. I provide you with all three doses so 
be sure to read the amounts they are to receive daily BEFORE giving it to them. Panacur does NOT cover 
all worms or parasites and it is still important to keep feces picked up and bleach the area for the first 
week at least. Although it is not uncommon for the dogs to have loose stools for the first few days while 
they adjust to new food and overcome the stress of the move, it is very important for you to contact 
Heather or Susan if this persists for more than 3 days. Obviously, if you see any signs of worms in the 
feces after three days of treatment please let us know- there are other wormers that have a broader 
range (they are just more expensive so they are not given out automatically). 

Advantage (clear liquid): This is flea preventative which we provide to all dogs over 12 weeks of age. If 
they are under 12 weeks or less than 10 lbs we expect you to give them a bath when you get home to 
wash any existing fleas off of them. If this concerns you please let us know ahead of time (i.e. If you have 
a flea problem and flea prevention is needed, etc.) This is applied on the skin along the spine of the dog. 
It cannot be given within 48 hours before or after a bath. If you decide to bathe the dog when you get 
home then you will need to wait for two days before applying the flea product. *IMPORTANT* If you 
notice your dog acting restless/hyperactive or rolling around on their back/biting at their back like it 
bothers them IMMEDIATELY give them a bath with soap- some dogs have reactions to topical flea 
preventative so be sure to give it during a time when you can keep an eye on them and give them a bath 
if they react badly to it.  

Heartguard/PetTrust: This is a heartworm preventative that we give to all of our dogs from the south 
when they arrive. Most dogs will eat it like a treat. It is important for the adopters of southern dogs to 
be aware that they need to remain on Heartguard and get retested for heartworm disease in 6 months. 
The reason for this is that dogs can test negative for up to 6 months after being infected with 
heartworm disease. If you keep them on the monthly Heartguard, it will kill the microfilaria and prevent 
them from developing into heartworms (also known as the “slow-kill” method sometimes used to treat 



 

 

HW disease). This is very important because there is no way for us to know if a dog has been infected 
prior to coming up. The only thing that we know for sure is that the dog is either actually heartworm 
negative or it was infected within the last six months.  

Capstar: This is a pill given by mouth that kills fleas within 30-45 minutes. It is fast acting and very safe. 
This is our ‘go-to’ flea treatment for puppies that are either too young or too small for me to feel 
comfortable treating them with topical prevention. This does not repel fleas and will need to be 
combined with topical flea treatment if there are fleas present in the environment. We only provide this 
to dogs under 25 lbs. 

Sometimes we will include extra stuff depending on the individual dog so if you get something and you 
are not sure what it is or what it is for please ask us BEFORE you give anything.  

We do have helpful reports on all kinds of common behavior issues such as housetraining, separation 
anxiety, excessive vocalization, etc. on our website at www.pottersangelsrescue.org  à Get Involved-à 
Forms & Resources (password protected: Wombley- case sensitive) If you have any questions at all do 
not hesitate to ask! 

Heather Bent: President: (802)728-3550 (H) 779-5584 (C) pottersangels11@yahoo.com 

Susan Bowers: Vice President: (802)849-2950 (H)  881-7205 (C)  sb1949@myfairpoint.net  

 

*Although we may get busy and not thank you NEAR enough for what you are doing, watching an animal 
that has never been cared for and was not supposed to be alive to walk off that van, wag their tail for 
the first time makes it all worthwhile. Please never forget why you are doing this and ALWAYS 
remember you ARE LOVED AND APPRECIATED!! God bless you for helping us save these innocent lives~  
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